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problems 
Saturday, November 3, 12:45 Sharp | 

HOTEL ASTOR | 

Subject: Europe m 1923 | 

A symposium from the American viewpoint 
led by Mr. JAMES G. MCDONALD who will | 
| 


report to members on his three months’ 
trip to Europe. 


Tichets. Membere $2: 


Non-members $3. | 


ja . 


Divi 
< 
Library of CawBress, 


Periodical L oe 


Washington, D. C. 


FRANCE AND 


SEPARATISM 


HE impending disruption of Germany 
foreshadows not peace but war; not 
security for France but decades of hatred 
and bitterness for all Europe. Napoleon’s 
attempt to dismember only a half-formed 
Germany ended in disaster for France— 
Leipzig redressed the issue of Jena. Poin- 
caré would be mad to dream that a homo- 
geneous people of seventy millions can be 
permanently dismembered. Such an at- 
tempt to outdo Napoleon would certainly 
be ultimately defeated by a second war of 
German liberation. And thus would be re- 
dressed an outrageous abuse by one Ally of 
victory due to all the Allies. 


This prospect is not an exaggeration. It 
is a measured estimate of the overwhelm- 
ing probabilities, if Dorten, Matthes, Deck- 
ers, and the other Separatists have their 
way. No Rhine republic can be set up with- 
out French connivance or active assistance. 
Constant repurts of “henevolent neutral- 
ity,” of a determination “to maintain or- 
der” by preventing the regular German po- 
lice from interfering with Separatist agita- 
tion; the permission to Separatists to carry 
arms while Germans are prohibited from 
doing so; constant communication between 
French officials and Separatist leaders; the 
distribution on French transatlantic liners 
of Separatist propaganda literature, are 
only some of the recent indications of 
French support of the Separatist move- 
ment. 


Moreover, many events since the Armis- 
tice point to a deliberate French policy of 
breaking up the Reich. Poincaré has long 
been a proponent of the thesis that the 
Rhine should be the French frontier. This 
proposal, rejected in the Treaty, came again 
into public notice with the disclosure in 
December, 1922, of the secret report of M. 
Dariac, President of the Finance Commis- 
sion of the Chamber of Deputies, who de- 


clared “the whole of French policy in the 
Rhineland is at all times subordinate to 
one primary condition, the prolonged main- 
tenance of our army... in the occupied 
territories.” Without such a shield, the 
Separatists would not dare to come into 
the open. The occupation of the Ruhr, 
Poincaré’s repeated refusal to negotiate 
with the German government until after 
the cessation of passive resistance, his re- 
fusal even after the surrender to deal di- 
rectly with the Stresemann government, 
his direct negotiations with the Ruhr in- 
dustrialists over the head of the German 
government, all lend themselves to one in- 
terpretation—a desire to so weaken Ger- 
many that disruption would be inevitable. 


Additional color is lent to this charge by 
a special dispatch to the New York Times 
from Aix-la-Chapelle, of October 2nd. “Of 
enthusiasm there is not the faintest trace, 
and indeed, all pretense that this is a popu- 
lar movement has been dropped by ijeaders 
who openly admit it is a coup by armed 
men.” 

The events in the Rhineland are stimu- 
lating the forces of reaction in Bavaria and 
communism in Saxony. The Stresemann 
government steadily grows weaker. Ger- 
many moves uninterruptedly towards econ- 
omic and political demoralization. 

What does France want—the ruin of 
Germany or reparations? Only an immedi- 
ate and categorical repudiation of Separa- 
tist agitation and a whole-hearted attempt 
to co-operate with the democratic forces in 
Germany can clear France of the charge of 
seeking deliberately to destroy a nation. 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Smuts’ Challenge 
Since the above was written Jan Smuts 
in an address October 23, in London has 
voiced the rising tide of world opinion 


which is demanding of France a change of 
policy towards Germany. Characterizing 
pene occupation of the Ruhr as illegal, he 
said: 

“The greatest issue in international rela- 
tions, not only of Europe but of the whole 
world, has come to the front. We are back 
in August, 1914, It is again the scrap of 
paper.” 

But Premier Smuts’ challenge is not only 
to France. He proposes a world economic 
conference and urges this government’s 
participation. How long will Washington 
be satisfied to hold its hands and do noth- 
ing? J. G. M. 

Tangiers 

NOTHER Franco - British irritant, 
Tangiers, the small internationalized 
portion of Morocco just opposite Gibraltar, 
is a little noticed but none the less signifi- 
cant cause of friction between Britain and 
France. The present régime, controlled 
through the resident diplomatic corps, has 
no defenders. But a conference of British 
French and Spanish experts, seeking a 
basis of revision of the present status, has 
broken up after weeks of discussion be- 
cause of Franco-British differences. Basic- 
ally British opinion fears French influence 
will increase to such an extent that this 
Strategic point might be made into a sec- 
ond and counter-balancing Gibraltar. Add- 
ing to the difficulties of agreement is Mus- 
solini’s insistence on the basis of Italy’s 
“vital interest in all Mediterranean prob- 
lems,” that she be represented in the next 
Tangiers conference, scheduled for the 

end of November. 


Turkey a Republic 
URKISH nationalism continues resur- 
gent. At Lausanne all of the essential 
points of the famous National Pact were 
maintained. On October 2 the Allies for- 
mally turned over Constantinople to the 
Nationalist government. Two days later it 
was announced that Turkey was to become 
a republic. And but three years ago a 
helpless Sultan accepted the humiliating 

terms of the Treaty of Sévres. 


Mr. Hughes Must Reply 


“Without authority from Congress, and 
under cover of secret negotiations, Charles 
E. Hughes as director of foreign affairs for 
the present Republican administration in 
Washington, has entangled the United States 
in an alliance which forms a new chapter in 
the most dangerous kind of imperialism. By 
formal diplomatic agreement Mr. Hughes 
has allied the United States government 
with a group of investment bankers in mak- 
ing a loan of $6,000,000 to the republic of 
Salvador, and he has pledged the services of 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court—or 
some other Federal judge—as arbitrator in 
a business transaction purely for private 


profit.” 

This charge is made by the Nation, Octo- 
ber 24. It is sustained by extensive quota- 
tions from the brokers’ circular inviting 
subscriptions to the loan. The State De- 
partment cannot permit this challenge to 
remain unanswered. J. G. M. 


Page Two 


Mexican Politics 


HE Mexican presidential campaign 
opens inauspiciously. Albert J. Pani, 
supported by President Obregon, in a state- 
ment issued October 20, charges De la 
Huerta, his predecessor as Secretary of 
the Treasury, with the misappropriation of 
$5,000,000 intended for the payment of in- 
terest on Mexico’s foreign obligations 
which were recently refunded by the so- 
called De la Huerta-Lamont agreement. 
De la Huerta, who is a candidate for the 
presidency against the Administration 
candidate, General Calles, Secretary of 
State, retorted that this charge was intend- 
ed to prejudice his candidacy and to cover 
up the misuse of funds by Pani and intimat- 
ed that Obregon had been implicated in the 
death of Villa. This last is an absurd 
charge. The next day the rival partisans 
of Calles and De la Huerta clashed violent- 
ly in the streets of Mexico City. Furtun- 
ately for the prospects of peace in Mexico, 
De la Huerta appears to have neither the 
temperament nor sufficient support to 
threaten civil war. But the cause of orderly 
progress is at least temporarily weakened 
by this open breach, after more than a de- 
cade of close association of the triumvirate 
—Obregon, Calles and De la Huerta. 


Morgenthau Heads League Commission 


Henry Morgenthau, formerly Ambassa- 
dor to Turkey, has accepted the invitation 
of the Council of the League of Nations to 
act as Chairman of the Greek Refugees 
Settlement Commission. 

The task of the Commission is to raise 
an international loan of approximately 
$25,000,000 to be used for housing and re- 
habilitation in Greece of the million Greek 
refugees from Eastern Thrace and Asia 
Minor. Mr. Morgenthau’s appointment is 
for two years, though his actual period of 
service may be much shorter. Thus does 
one more American, as an individual, ac- 


cept responsibility abroad while our coun- 
try as a whole continues tu shirk, 


What Can Germany Pay? 


Moulton and McGuire’s Germany's Capac- 
ity to Pay, published by McGraw Hill Co., 
under the auspices of the Institute of Econ- 
omics, is by far the most significant Amer- 
ican contribution to the study of this very 
important but difficult question. 


A very different point of view is present- 
ed in the September number of the excel- 
lent American quarterly, Foreign Affairs, in 
an article, Reparations and the Policy of Re- 
pudiation, signed “Alpha.” 


Many requests have come to us for tick- 
ets for the Lloyd George meeting on No- 
vember 2. The F. P. A. has no tickets at 
its disposal. 


Erratum: Bulletin No. 47, page 2, col. 
1, line 21: for “Persia” read “Palestine.” 
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